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Disaster, Class and Gender:
Working Class Women and Family in the Kaohsiung Gas

Explosion

Shu-Chun Lit

Abstract

On July 31, 2014, there was a leak of propylene in Kaohsiung, causing a gas
explosion and a breakdown of social order in Kaohsiung's gas-explosion area,
resulting in a loss of "daily life." This article interviews severely wounded
working-classes women and their families to explore how class, gender, and disaster
affect the individual's experience of the disaster. | use intersectionality concept to
discuss the meaning of disaster. For labor-class women and families, after the
Kaohsiung gas explosion, they have to face serious injury, economic pressure,
long-term care work, and change in social roles. This paper uses the field data to
construct the disaster experience of three labor families, pointing out three points:
First, the female care work becomes more arduous after the disaster; secondly, the
seriously injured women in the labor family have greater pressure and anxiety for
rebuilding life. Third, female seriously injured people face changes in the practice of
women roles after the gas explosion.
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