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Identities, Genealogy, and Political Actions
of Left-Wing Female Political Victims of the
White Terror in the 1950s

L1 Suu-cHUN

TRANSLATED BY ALEC MARTIN

This chapter' explores the intricate connection between the political conscious-
ness of left-wing women who fell victim to the White Terror in the 1950s
by exploring their political consciousness, socialist beliefs, and activism, with
particular focus on networks and relationships they formed—what I term
their “left-wing female genealogy.” Two factors make this study particularly
significant. First, the historical taboo surrounding left-wing ideologies during
the Cold War era has limited the scholarly understanding of left-wing female
experiences. Second, while research on the White Terror has expanded in
recent decades, studies focusing on female political victims remain relatively
scarce, creating a significant gap in understanding how women experienced
political persecution.

To address this lacuna, I focus on four Taiwanese women—Xu Jinyu
(1921-2018), Zhang Jinjue (1923-), Feng Shou’e (1930-2022), and Xu Yueli
(1912-2008)—all of whom were sentenced in the 1950s for their socialist
beliefs and activities. All four participated actively in labor movements,
demonstrations, political meetings, and the production of leftist publications.
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Their cases provide a window into how women’s political consciousness
developed within the historical contexts of Taiwan from Japanese colonization
through the postwar Nationalist government period. To reconstruct their
stories and political development, this research draws on multiple sources:
official documents including verdicts and interrogation records; oral histories
and interviews with these women and their associates; and contemporary
reportage. By cross-referencing these diverse materials, I analyze how these
women’s gender identities informed their political consciousness and how
their political activities reflected their positions as women in mid-twentieth-
century Taiwan.

Xu Jinyu, born in Taipei, was arrested in 1950 and sentenced to fifteen
years imprisonment in connection with the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
member Ji Meizhen (1915-1950) and the post and telecommunications
workers’ branch of the CCP’s Taiwan Provincial Work Committee.” Her
involvement with labor unions and advocacy for equal pay for Taiwanese
postal workers led to her arrest during the early White Terror crackdowns.
Zhang Jinjue, born in Changhua in central Taiwan, had connections to the
anti-Japanese resistance through the Scorched Earth Society (fizotu hui) at
Shouyang Farm, a literary retreat established by prominent leftist writer
Yang Kui in Taichung in 1937. In 1951, she was sentenced to fifteen years
in prison for “committing an overt act with the intent to overthrow the
government by illegal means”—a common charge against suspected leftists
during this period.? Feng Shou’e (1930-2022), who attended Lanyang Girls’
Senior High School from 1943 to 1949, was arrested for her involvement
with the Yilan regional branch of the Taiwan Provincial Work Committee.
Her case exemplifies how the White Tetror affected families: Her brother,
Feng Jinhui, was executed in 1950 due to this involvement, while Feng
Shou’e herself was sentenced to prison for ten years in the case. Xu Yueli
(1912-2008), the most senior among the four women who had been polit-
ically active since the Japanese colonial period, participated in the Workers’
Assistance Association (Gongyou xiezhuhui) and women’s rights movement.’
Her arrest in December 1950 resulted in a twelve-year prison term, from
1951 to 1963.6

This chapter explores several key questions: How did these women’s
political consciousness develop in relation to their identities as women? Did
their female friendships and networks evolve into a political genealogy or were
they confined to emotional ties? What socialist beliefs motivated their actions,
and how did they translate these beliefs into concrete political activities? By
examining these questions, this study illuminates the connections between
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female identity and political consciousness in Taiwan’s leftist movements
during a critical historical period.

Socialism in Taiwan and the Formation

of Left-Wing Female Thought

From the Japanese colonial period through the postwar era, Taiwan was
a fertile ground for the growth of socialist thought inspired by multiple
sources. Hence, to understand how the four women in this study developed
their leftist political consciousness, we must first examine the transnational
currents that shaped Taiwan’s leftist landscape during this pivotal period.
The unique historical position of Taiwan—colonized by Japan until 1945,
then governed by the Kuomintang—-created a distinctive environment where
multiple socialist traditions converged. Leftist ideas reached Taiwan through
three distinct trajectories: Japanese socialist movements, the CCP, and Tai-
wan’s own communist organizations. Each of these trajectories influenced
our four subjects in different but overlapping ways.

For Xu Yueli, leftist consciousness developed through her participation
in the Workers’ Assistance Association during the Japanese colonial period.
This organization connected her with both Japanese left-wing women activ-
ists and local Taiwanese labor movements. Her collaboration with Ye Tao
(1905-1970), a prominent female leader of the Taiwan Peasants Union under
Japanese rule, exemplifies how women’s networks facilitated the transmission
of socialist ideas. These connections provided Xu with a foundation in labor
activism that would later make her a target during the White Terror.

Zhang Jinjue’s political development demonstrates another pathway
to leftist thought. Through Ye Tao, Zhang established contact with Liao
Ruifa of the Taiwanese Communist Party, who subsequently introduced her
to Li Zhongzhi, another important figure in the underground communist
movement in Taiwan.” Zhang’s intellectual journey was further shaped by
her engagement with Japanese Marxist literature, particularly Kawakami
Hajime’s (1879-1946) influential work Second Tale of Poverty (Daini binbo
monogatari), which analyzes capitalist exploitation of workers.® After the
war, these influences and connections led Zhang to join the underground
Communist Party in Taiwan.

Xu Jinyu’s path to leftist consciousness came through her interaction
with Ji Meizhen, a CCP member working in the Postal and Telecommunica-
tions Bureau in Taiwan after 1945. Their relationship, formed in a Mandarin
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language training class, would prove pivotal for Xu’s political development.
For Feng Shou’e, exposure to Chinese left-wing authors played a crucial role.
She became politically aware through reading works by prominent Chinese
left-wing authors, such as Lu Xun, Ba Jin, and Mao Dun, supplemented by
Japanese-language socialist works from the 1930s that remained accessible
in early postwar Taiwan. Her intellectual engagement with these materials
inspired her to write her own essays on womens liberation and education.’

The postwar period between 1945 and 1949 was particularly significant
for the development of leftist thought in Taiwan. After the Nationalist Party’s
relocation to Taiwan, political corruption and authoritarian oppression led
intellectuals and young students to place their hopes in the promise offered
by left-wing thought. Figures like Ji Meizhen and Qjan Jingzhi at the Postal
and Telecommunications Bureau became instrumental in spreading socialist
ideas through organized study sessions. They repeatedly emphasized the need
to “work day and night to enlighten the youth and the workers and to raise
the consciousness of the workers, whether inside or outside the classroom,
on or off campus,” demonstrating their commitment to political education
and worker solidarity.

These study circles introduced workers to a carefully curated selection
of leftist texts. Participants read Mao Zedong’s Theory of New Democracy
and On the Peoples Democratic Dictatorship, alongside practical guidance like
Chen Yun’s How to Be a Communist Party Member and Ai Siqi’s accessible
Philosophy for the Masses."® Literary works also featured prominently, including
Lu Xun’s satirical “The Wise Man, the Fool and the Slave” and his prose
poetry selection Wild Grass, as well as essays by progressive Chinese authors
Ba Jin and Lao She.!

The systematic approach to political education employed by leftist
organizers effectively cultivated socialist consciousness among workers. Ji
Meizhen’s teaching proved inspirational to many participants, including Xu
Jinyu. The impact of these intellectual mentorships would become evident
after Ji’s arrest, when Xu voiced her deep indignation on behalf of her
teacher and friend. This reaction exemplified a pattern seen among many
political prisoners of that era—initial disillusionment with the Nationalist
regime often deepened into more radical opposition following the per-
secution of respected mentors. Many expressed their discontent through
increasingly pointed criticism and ultimately turned ideologically toward
what they referred to as their “red” homeland, looking to mainland China
as an alternative political model."”

The cultural dimension of leftist resistance showed the creativity and
resilience of socialist activism. According to Feng’s testimony, mainland
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Chinese magazines and books containing leftist ideas were widely available
in Taiwan during the early postwar years.!* Cultural organizations also
became vehicles for political expression. The Mailang Glee Club (Mailang
geyongdui), founded at National Taiwan University in 1947, incorporated
popular Chinese songs into their performances while subtly satirizing the
ruling regime. By singing politically charged songs like “March of the
Volunteers” (Yiyongjun jinxingqu), which would later become the national
anthem of the People’s Republic of China, and advocating for the Marxist
principle “From each according to their ability, to each according to their
need,” these student groups expressed resistance through cultural avenues
that temporarily escaped censorship.

The intellectual production of young female activists demonstrates how
women actively contributed to leftist discourse rather than serving as passive
recipients of revolutionary theory. Feng herself exemplified the intellectual
engagement of young Taiwanese women with leftist ideas during this period.
Drawing inspiration from both Chinese literature and Japanese-language
socialist works of the 1930s, she authored three expository essays: “The Day
of Taiwan’s Liberation,” which envisioned the political future of Taiwan; “On
Taiwanese Women,” which argued that women’s liberation must go beyond
simply reversing gender-based privilege and disadvantages, emphasizing the
importance of women developing their own abilities; and “Education in
China and Japan,” which offered a comparative analysis of educational sys-
tems."> Unfortunately, following her arrest, her family members burned these
works to avoid further political persecution—a common fate for politically
sensitive materials during the White Terror period.'®

These examples illustrate how left-wing and socialist ideas from both
the Japanese colonial era and postwar China converged in Taiwan, providing
a foundation for the socialist beliefs of these four women, who absorbed,
interpreted, and acted upon these ideas within Taiwan’s specific historical
context, ultimately leading to their persecution during the White Terror.

“The Personal Is Political”:
Women’s Experience-Informed Politics

The feminist principle that “the personal is political’—a cornerstone of
twentieth-century women’s movements—provides a conceptual framework
for understanding how the lived experiences of leftist Taiwanese women
shaped their political consciousness. As feminist theory has demonstrated,
everyday experiences of gender-based oppression form the foundation for
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broader political awareness. The four women in this study exemplified this
principle, as their political consciousness developed directly from their per-
sonal experiences as women, particularly related to childbirth, miscarriages,
orphanhood, and poverty. Their life stories show how structural gender
inequalities within Taiwanese society led them toward socialist politics as a
means of addressing these injustices.

Xu Jinyu’s case demonstrates how the systematic devaluation of female
children in economically vulnerable families directly fostered left-wing con-
sciousness. Her father worked as a rickshaw puller, earning barely enough
to support his family. After suffering multiple miscarriages, her mother gave
birth to eight children—four boys and four girls. Unfortunately, all four
girls, including Xu herself, were given up for adoption, reflecting the patri-
archal devaluation of female children.'” The pattern of gender-based sacrifice
continued as Xu’s mother endured four more miscarriages before tragically
dying during the fourth one. This traumatic family history deeply affected
Xu, making her acutely aware of women’s vulnerabilities and unequal status
within Taiwan’s patriarchal structure.'®

The connection between Xu’s personal experiences and her political
activism became explicit during her interrogation by authorities, where she
admitted that her decision to join the underground party stemmed directly
from her desire to fight for women’s independence and equality. Her political
consciousness further expanded after the war when she met Ji Meizhen in
a Mandarin training class. Their shared experience as adopted daughters
from poor families created an emotional bond that influenced Xu’s political
development. Through Ji’s mentorship, Xu came to recognize that women’s
subordination and economic poverty were interconnected aspects of the
same societal structure—a realization that embodied the feminist insight
that personal experiences reflect broader political realities.”

Zhang Jinjue’s experience of near-infanticide demonstrates how eco-
nomic desperation intensified gender-based vulnerability and ultimately fueled
her commitment to systemic change. Born into an impoverished family,
Zhang’s early life was marked by family desperation. In one harrowing
incident, her father, overwhelmed by the burden of providing for seven
children after losing his job, instructed Zhang’s sister to place the crying
young girl in an irrigation ditch—essentially abandoning her.?® Fortunately,
this attempted infanticide was prevented only when her aunt happened to
intervene. Subsequently, Zhang was first sent to live with a foster mother
before being adopted by a wealthy couple in the same village. These early
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experiences of disposability based on her gender and economic status pro-
foundly influenced her later commitment to addressing systemic inequality.

Similarly, Feng Shou’e’s political radicalization stemmed directly from
witnessing her mother’s exploitation as both a reproductive vessel and agri-
cultural laborer within patriarchal rural economy. Despite having received
a public school education, Feng’s mother experienced the physical toll of
patriarchal expectations through fourteen pregnancies over a span of thirty
years, resulting in five stillbirths, seven sons, and two daughters. Even during
pregnancy, her mother was required to perform physically demanding agri-
cultural labor, such as preparing food and harvesting millet, as the daughter-
in-law in a peasant household; this strenuous work likely contributed to
her miscarriages.” These observations heightened her awareness of women’s
issues: She believed that improving women’s lives required equal educational
opportunities and professional development, and advocated for workplace
accommodations including childcare and eldercare facilities—remarkably
progressive positions for 1950s Taiwan.?

The connection between Feng’s personal experiences and political com-
mitments became even more poignant when her mother passed away while
she was in prison, and she was denied permission to attend the funeral.
Feng had discussed the hardships faced by women with her mother, who
expressed a fervent hope that society would one day address these prob-
lems.” In interviews and during her interrogation, Feng emphasized that
her decision to join the Communist Party was driven by her commitment
to gender equality.?® This serves as a testament to her unwavering dedication
to women’s issues and the pursuit of equality.

Xu Yueli also came from a poor family of many children. When she
was six years old, her mother gave birth to a fifth baby girl and was asked
by Xu’s uncle to send the child away. Even before turning six, Xu shouldered
responsibility for looking after her younger siblings.”> From 1925 to 1926,
figures in the women’s movement viewed bad habits and education as the
key reasons for the oppression of women. The Workers” Assistance Associ-
ation, of which Xu was a part, engaged in the women’s movement at the
proletarian level. For Xu, the key reasons for the oppression of women lay
in the organization of the economy and the order of society, and she argued
that women would not be able to reach their goal of complete liberation
except by struggling against that order.”® She said, “Once the social order
in which some oppress others is rectified, the emancipation of women can
come about naturally.”?
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In separate interviews, each of the four women highlights their own
female identities, birth families, and experiences as adoptees. In their efforts
to change the condition of women through the structure of society, they
hoped to achieve the emancipation of women through the liberation of
society as a whole. The above context shows that the female identities of
left-wing women gave a gendered dimension to their political concerns,
encapsulating the meaning of “the personal is political” and the idea that
political consciousness stems from everyday life.

Female Genealogy, Political Consciousness,
and Political Activity of Left-Wing Women

Through interviews and accounts by Xu Jinyu, Zhang Jinjue, Feng Shou’e,
and Xu Yueli, this chapter proposes that women’s friendships and mentor-
ships transcended mere personal connections to form networks of political
consciousness-raising, knowledge transmission, and collective action. In her
influential anthology Sisterhood Is Powerful, Robin Morgan suggests that
women’s shared experiences of oppression creates natural linkages between
their lives.”® Building on Morgan’s insights, this chapter argues that the
exchanges and connections between Taiwanese left-wing women were not
confined to mutual recognition of common structural position, but their
sisterhood of friendship actively formed a political genealogy that generated
and sustained left-wing female thought and action across generations and
geographic boundaries, even under conditions of extreme political repression.

Xu JINYU AND J1 MEizHEN: MENTORSHIP AND LABOR ACTIVISM

The relationship between Xu Jinyu and Ji Meizhen demonstrates how men-
torship between women created pathways for political consciousness and labor
activism that challenged both class and gender hierarchies. In 1937, while
employed at a Japanese textile company in western Shanghai, Ji Meizhen
and Qian Jingzhi started working at a refugee shelter, where they educated
their female colleagues and encouraged them to attend night school.?® After
relocating to Taiwan in 1946, they established Mandarin training classes
where Xu Jinyu was invited to participate. These classes transcended mere
language instruction—TJi discussed international affairs, social issues, and
women’s rights with her students, empowering them to assert their own



Identities, Geneaology, and Political Actions | 131

autonomy.*® The political consciousness fostered in these sessions bore fruit
in Xu’s subsequent involvement in the Taiwan Provincial Postal Workers’
Union and her classmates’ publication of Lu Xun's Wild Grass, activities that
demonstrated their growing commitment to improving working conditions
and stimulating debates about various forms of resistance.” Ji’s influence
profoundly transformed Xu Jinyu, awakening her left-wing consciousness
and reshaping her character and sense of political agency.

Xu’s political development was further deepened through her direct
experiences of labor exploitation, which complemented her eatlier personal
insights into gender inequality. Beyond the formative experiences with her
birth family that had heightened her awareness of gender issues related to
childbirth and orphanhood, Xu gained an understanding of class exploitation
through her own physical experiences as a laborer. At the Longquan soft
drink factory in Taipei, she witnessed frequent gas explosions without worker
protections.”> Her subsequent employment at a palm-fiber brush factory,
where payment was determined by output, exposed her to the realities of
labor fragmentation and the repetitive nature of tasks assigned to female
employees.?® Later, at a soap factory, she performed monotonous packaging
duties that further illuminated the dehumanizing nature of industrial labor.>4
These experiences exposed the precarious, tedious, and fragmented nature
of female industrial labor. They ultimately led Xu to become involved in
the labor movement, where she recognized the oppressive conditions faced
by both women and workers. Influenced by Ji Meizhen, Xu’s political con-
sciousness evolved with a focus on “struggle,” “study,” and “labor,”® driving
her to actively participate in the labor movement, including its frontlines.?

Xu’s political activism culminated in addressing structural inequalities
within Taiwan’s postal system, demonstrating how women’s leadership chal-
lenged both ethnic discrimination and labor exploitation. The postwar Postal
and Telecommunications Bureau maintained two separate compensation
systems: one established by the Ministry of Transportation and Commu-
nications for postal workers from mainland China, and another carrying
over regulations from the Japanese regime for Taiwanese workers.” This
wage disparity reflected and reinforced social stratification between these
groups. Recognizing the need for worker solidarity across ethnic lines, labor
organizer Lu Xiangxian called for postal and telecommunications workers
throughout Taiwan to unite, leading to the establishment of the Taiwan
Provincial Postal Workers’ Union on August 10, 1946.%® As awareness of
the inequality grew, the workers formally requested integration into the
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mainland Chinese workers’ system on January 20, 1948, with workers in
Taichung specifically demanding unconditional integration by January 12,
1949.% The gap in compensation between workers from China and Taiwan
reflected the social stratification among these groups, prompting Xu Jinyu
to address the issue of unequal pay. Xu was elected the union representative
and actively participated in the first postwar labor rights march in Taiwan
to advocate for equal pay for Taiwanese postal employees.®* Throughout this
activism, Ji Meizhen provided encouragement and support.”!

Xu’s approach to labor organizing reflected her commitment to worker
self-emancipation, a principle central to leftist thought. She recognized that
regarding the separate compensation systems, she and her fellow workers,
especially the Taiwanese, had to rely on themselves and assert their position.4?
This approach closely echoed the bottom-up model proposed by Marx in the
rules of the First International, which emphasized that “the emancipation of
the working classes must be conquered by the working classes themselves.”*
On March 26, 1949, led by Ji Meizhen and Qian Jingzhi, members of postal
unions from across Taiwan gathered in Taipei to march and petition for
equal pay.* When the march arrived at the Provincial Government office,
three representatives were selected to negotiate, of whom Xu Jinyu was the
only woman.® Ultimately, the issue of unequal pay was resolved, but Xu was
reprimanded and transferred to a post office near Taichung.® In February
1950, Ji and Qian were arrested, and Xu was sentenced to fifteen years in
prison on charges of rebellion.

Beyond political organizing, Ji's mentorship of Xu shows how wom-
en’s relationships fostered personal transformation that enabled political
leadership. Ji not only influenced Xu’s politics and actions but also had a
profound impact on her character. Xu attributed her transformation from
a shy, reserved individual into someone who spoke up for herself and her
colleagues to Ji’s decisive influence on her view of life.#” This transformation
was evident during the postal union’s leadership elections, when Li Alu, a
male candidate seeking reelection, snatched and tore up a list of names of
women workers compiled by Xu and other female colleagues when they
discussed potential candidates who could energize women workers. Xu and
Ji later exposed Li’s disrespectful actions at the full union meeting, resisting
gender discrimination within the movement itself.* Through these actions,
Xu demonstrated her agency as both a political subject and a female subject,
. identities that mutually reinforced each other. Her activism helped expand
the left-wing female political spectrum in Taiwan, inspiring other women
to recognize and challenge both class and gender oppression.
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ZuANG JiNJUE, YE Ta0, AND OTHERS: NETWORKS OF
PoriticaL RECRUITMENT AND CULTURAL RESISTANCE

Women’s political networks created vital interconnected webs of recruitment
and activism that strategically linked labor organizing with cultural resis-
tance. Having met Ye Tao under Japanese colonial rule, Zhang proceeded
after the war to join the Taiwan Provincial Work Committee of the CCP
as well as a union for drivers. She became a pivotal character who brought
together numerous women activists. Zhang participated in work slowdowns
organized by the drivers’ union and, alongside Lai Qiongyan, mimeographed
and distributed the underground newspaper [llumination (Guangming bao).*
Influenced by Ye Tao and Lin Qingyan, Zhang recruited several women
activists to unionize, expanding the female presence in labor organization.*

Family connections often provided crucial access to leftist intellectual
circles, creating intergenerational pathways for political development. Zhang’s
paternal uncle, Zhang Dongliang, had opened a bookshop in Taichung,
while she frequently visited his wife there. In addition, she also visited the
nearby Shouyang Farm owned by the prominent leftist writer Yang Kui,
to help her aunt purchase flowers.’! It was at Shouyang Farm that Zhang
had the opportunity to meet Ye, Lai, and others. At the farm, she also
obtained from Yang Kui a copy of his story “Newspaper Boy,” a poignant
tale that exposed the economic exploitation and political oppression faced
by Taiwanese people.” Having been introduced by Yang Kui to Liao Ruifa,
Zhang was later approached by Liao and recruited to join the Communist
Party.® Because of her connection with Ye Tao, a family elder who had
actively participated in the Taiwan Peasants Union during Japanese rule,
Zhang found herself more inclined toward left-wing ideology during that
period. Zhang’s political trajectory thus shows how socialist ideals embraced
during the Japanese colonial period could evolve into formal underground
party membership after the war.

The multiplier effect of women’s political recruitment created expanding
networks of activism that extended far beyond initial mentorship relation-
ships. Through Ye’s network, Zhang developed a closer affinity with left-
wing thought of the period. Another influential figure in Zhang’s life was
her sister-in-law, Lin Qingyan. In addition to family members, Zhang’s
political lineage also included several key activists who themselves established
connections with others. Beyond her involvement with the drivers’ union,
Zhang also held a leadership position in a women’s union, through which
she further expanded the web of female activism.”
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Female leadership in labor movements directly challenged both eco-
nomic exploitation and gender hierarchies within traditional organizing spaces.
Zhang participated in the founding of the drivers’ union on February 19,
1947, and sought idealistic youth to bring into the CCP¢ In the winter of
1948, many drivers of city-operated buses and transit workers were frequently
laid off without cause and went unpaid for months. In response, drivers and
conductors engaged in “work slowdowns” to fight for the prompt payment
of back wages, an eight-hour work day limit, and subsidies for their official
uniforms. In the end, their demands for outstanding wages and uniform
subsidies were granted.”

Theoretical engagement with Marxist concepts provided crucial analyt-
ical frameworks that informed women’s understanding of exploitation and
guided their organizing strategies. Zhang encountered Kawakami Hajime’s
The Second Story of Poverty, through which she learned about dialectical
analysis of economic systems. Kawakami’s critique centered on how capitalists
intervene in the labor process, workers labor under capitalist control, yet
the products of the process of labor belong not to the laborers but to the
capitalists.’® The actions organized by the drivers’ union reflected this idea
of labor exploitation.

Xu Yuers, Ms. Horra, YE Tao, anp Her FemaLe FELLOw INMATES:
TRANSNATIONAL NETWORKS AND PRISON SOLIDARITY

Cross-cultural feminist alliances created vital channels for transmitting
socialist thought across national boundaries and through periods of political
repression. Xu Yueli’s female political genealogy brings together Zhang Jinjue,
Ms. Hotta, and Ye Tao, forming a transnational network of political con-
sciousness. As a member of the Workers” Assistance Association, Xu espoused
Marxist thought and emphasized women’s emancipation as inseparable from
collective societal emancipation. Xu met Zhang Jinjue through their mutual
acquaintance with Liao Ruifa, through which Zhang was informed of Xu’s
father’s anti-colonial resistance activities.”” During Japanese colonization,
Xu's father had engaged in cultural resistance that profoundly influenced
Xu Yueli, who later joined the Workers' Assistance Association and the
Peasants Union. Following the February 12, 1929 crackdown that resulted
in the arrest of over three hundred peasants, the Peasants Union reorganized,
with its leader Jian Ji establishing a new office in Taipei under Xu Yueli’s,
showcasing her organizational capabilities management.%°
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Women’s labor activism often took place in response to industrial disas-
ters that exposed the expendability of workers’ lives under capitalism. Xu’s
involvement with the Association positioned her to respond effectively when
a devastating explosion at a fireworks factory killed and injured numerous
employees, leaving families without support. Rather than viewing it as merely
a tragic accident, Xu recognized the structural negligence involved and took
concrete action. She personally visited the affected families and organized
efforts to seek reparations from factory management. This intervention
marked a significant labor initiative at the time that connected immediate
humanitarian concerns with structural critique.

Women contributed to leftist movements by connecting women’s
emancipation to broader social transformation. Xu Yueli, responsible for the
affairs of the women’s department of the Workers’ Assistance Association,
observed that female professionals were rare at the time. Her analysis of
women'’s oppression focused on social structures rather than individual factors.
For Xu, the key reason for women’s oppression lay in the organization of the
economy and the social order itself; thus, she argued that women’s inequality
would be resolved naturally if the problems of society were worked out.®!
This contrasted with the position of Xie Anii (Xie Xuehong), who during
a 1923 protest gathering of the Taiwan Self-Governance Association in
Shanghai had emphasized women’s participation in the worker’s movement
as necessary for revolutionary success.®?

Transnational feminist connections provided crucial intellectual resources
for Taiwanese women’s political development. Xu Yueli also shared links with
left-wing women from Japan. In 1927, when Wang Shilang and others were
arrested in the Black Youth League Incident and were sentenced the follow-
ing year by Judge Hotta Masaru, Xu and other members of the Workers’
Assistance Association attended the trial, where she met Hotta Masaru’s
daughter, Ms. Hotta.® Upon finding that Xu had left school, Ms. Hotta,
a socialist herself, volunteered to tutor Xu in Japanese without charge and
introduced her to proletarian economic principles through socialist texts.%4
This mentorship demonstrated how women created alternative educational
pathways when formal institutions were inaccessible. Unfortunately, Ms.
Hotta’s own leftist activities led to her arrest by the Japanese authorities,
illustrating the risks faced by women activists.

Women formed support networks across political movements that
sustained activism even under conditions of repression. During the Japa-
nese colonial era, Xu’s home became a refuge for arrested members of the
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Peasants Union during their trials. When a political criminal was on trial,
friends would join family members in attending court proceedings regardless
of specific affiliations.®® Through these shared experiences of support, Xu
Yueli and Ye Tao developed meaningful connections. After the February
28 Incident, Xu was arrested for making contact with Liao Ruifa of the
Taiwanese Communist Party and Jian Ji of the Peasants Union. Even in
prison, Xu continued to form female bonds. Her cellmate, a female convict
from China, provided her with essays by Xu Zhimo, Yu Dafu, Zhu Ziqing,
and Xu Dishan as Chinese language learning materials.% After the war, Xu
continued her activism as head of the women’s department of the Work-
ers Assistance Association, maintaining her belief that women’s problems
stemmed from broader societal issues.

Feng Suou'e, X1a0 SUMEI, AND J1 MEIZHEN

Political mentorship networks infiltrated into prison settings, transforming
spaces of confinement into sites of feminist education and organizing. In her
own female political genealogy, Feng Shou’e both influenced others and was
herself influenced through a web of relationships. She recruited and mentored
Xiao Sumei (1930-), while later being shaped by Ji Meizhen during their
time in prison. Xiao Sumei, who was convicted in the same case as Feng,
later married Yang Zibeng, the son of leftist writer Yang Kui, whom she
met at a meeting of political victims after her release from prison.#” This
connection illustrates how political networks created personal relationships
across generations of activist families. Feng facilitated further political
connections by introducing Xiao Sumei to Guo Xiucong, expanding their
circle of influence.®® Feng, Xiao, and Chen Jinxuan maintained an active
intellectual community, regularly discussing current events. In an interview,
Xiao confirmed the depth of their political relationship—Feng and her had
both joined the Communist Party, engaged in extensive intellectual debates,
and were ultimately arrested simultaneously.

Women created parallel organizational structures within leftist move-
ments that addressed gender-specific concerns while maintaining connections
to broader revolutionary goals. Xiao and Feng were classmates who sustained
academic exchange while also sharing formal organizational affiliations within
the underground party. According to Feng Jinhui, Feng directed the women’s
department of the Yilan regional branch of the Taiwan Provincial Work
Committee, where both Chen Jinxuan and Xiao Sumei were members.®
This leadership position reflected Feng’s deep commitment to women’s
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issues, which stemmed from her personal experiences of gender inequality
and the influence of contemporary thought. During her trial proceedings,
Feng explicitly stated that her motivation for joining the party was to pur-
sue gender equality. Xiao Sumei, for her part, discussed livelihood issues in
meetings. She too cited women’s emancipation as her primary reason for
joining the Communist Party, demonstrating how these women saw leftist
politics as a vehicle for achieving gender justice.”

Women’s political mentorship encompassed practical organizing prin-
ciples alongside ideological education, creating a comprehensive approach
to revolutionary consciousness. The practical dimensions of Ji’s mentorship
became evident in everyday prison interactions. When Feng took on the
burden of cleaning the spaces for fellow prisoners, Ji offered an important
political lesson about collective responsibility. She cautioned that excessive
individual self-sacrifice could ultimately encourage selfishness in others rather
than building collective consciousness. Taking this guidance to heart, Feng
instead proposed that prisoners jointly organize their shoes—a seemingly
small suggestion that embodied deeper principles of shared responsibility and
communal organization.”" Even their prison experiences demonstrate how
these left-wing women’s political genealogies operated through continued
education and practical organization.

Conclusion

The political activism of these left-wing women exemplifies a distinctly
gendered form of bottom-up socialism of these left-wing women rooted in
lived experience. Their left-wing female political consciousness cannot be
separated from their female identities—shaped by their birth families, their
experiences of gender-based vulnerability, and their firsthand encounters with
labor exploitation. The various forms of collective action they organized—from
labor marches and work slowdowns to underground publishing—directly
addressed the material conditions they faced: unequal pay, excessive working
hours, dangerous working conditions, and the monotonous nature of work
assigned to women. Their activism thus demonstrates how women’s personal
experiences of both gender and class oppression provided the foundation
for their revolutionary consciousness and guided their political strategies.
Despite their diverse life trajectories, these four women shared signif-
icant commonalities that illuminate the gendered dimensions of Taiwan’s
leftist movements. First, they all lived through the period from the Japanese
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colonization through the early postwar period, when socialist thought flour-
ished. Second, each woman articulated clear linkage between her female
identity—whether as an adoptee, a witness to reproductive suffering, or a
child caregiver—and her personal-is-political concerns. Their political anal-
ysis consistently maintained that women'’s liberation is inseparable from the
transformation of society as a whole. Third, the networks of mentorship,
friendship, and organizational support they created demonstrate how women’s
relationships constituted a crucial but often overlooked dimension of Taiwan’s
leftist movements. The interconnected stories of Xu Jinyu, Zhang Jinjue,
Xu Yueli, and Feng Shou’e show how female friendship networks served as
vital channels for political genealogy, transmitting revolutionary knowledge
and sustaining activism even under conditions of severe repression.
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