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This course provides an introduction to the cultural dimensions of health from the
perspective of medical anthropology, with a focus on gender issues. Medical
anthropology is broad in scope, encompassing such topics as health promotion and
medical education, cross-cultural perspectives on the human life cycle, narratives
of illness and suffering, disease transmission in sociocultural contexts, and
inequality in global health care delivery. Gender-related cultural dimensions of
health will be explored in this course under the topics of medical pluralism,
medicalization, spiritual mediation, biomedical occupations, psychological
disorders, local biologies, commodification of the body, genetic risk, and global
biomedicine.
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